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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL UG, KE 

SUB J : JULY 27 KENYA GOVERNMENT STATEMENT ON CURRENT RELATIONS 
WITH UGANDA 

1 . IN UNUSUAL AND POSSIBLY UNPRECEDENTED MOVE KENYA 
FOREIGN MINISTER WAIYAKI SUMMONED ALL CHIEFS OF DIPLO- 
MATIC MISSIONS IN KENYA TO PARLIAMENT CONFERENCE ROOM 
WHERE HE READ FOLLOWING GOK STATEMENT ON CURRENT 
RELATIONS WITH UGANDA. 

2. QUOTE. YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 
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I HAVE CALLED YOU TODAY TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THE 
SITUATION OBTAINING IN OUR REGION AND ESPECIALLY THE 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
KENYA AND OUR NEIGHBOUR, UGANDA. THE UGANDA-KENYA RE- 
LATIONS HAVE OCCUPIED A PROMINENT PART IN THE LOCAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS. AS YOU ARE ALL AWARE, I HAVE 
JUST RETURNED FROM NEW YORK WHERE THIS SAME SUBJECT 
WAS DISCUSSED IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL. WHILE I AM 
QUITE SURE YOU HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING THE EVENTS CLOSELY 
THROUGH THE MASS MEDIA AS WELL AS FROM YOUR OWN BRIEFS, 
THE GOVERNMENT OF KENYA FEELS THAT IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
YOU SHOULD KNOW THE OFFICIAL POINT OF VIEW WHICH WE 
TRUST YOU WILL TRANSMIT TO YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN KENYA AND UGANDA BEFORE 
THE COUP D'ETAT THAT BROUGHT THE PRESENT REGIME TO 
POWER WERE QUITE FRIENDLY IN SPITE OF A FEW POLITICAL 
DISAGREEMENTS. THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS WAS QUITE 
NATURAL AS OUR TWO PEOPLES ARE BLOOD BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS. WHEN THE PRESENT REGIME CAME TO POWER, 

THESE RELATIONS CONTINUED TO BE GOOD. UGANDANS CON- 
TINUED TO ENJOY FREE ACCESS TO KENYA. WHILE NOT 
AGREEING WITH SOME OF THE WAYS OF THE REGIME, KENYA 
CONTINUED TO ASSIST UGANDA IN PROVIDING HER WITH 
FACILITIES TO BUY ESSENTIAL GOODS FROM KENYA OR WITH 
TRANSIT FACILITIES FOR GOODS SHE BOUGHT FROM OVERSEAS. 

AS IS WELL KNOWN, IT IS NOT KENYA'S POLICY TO INTERFERE 
IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER STATES. WE HAVE EVEN 
PERMITTED UGANDA TO SHIP THROUGH KENYA LARGE QUANTITIES 
OF ARMS AND ARMAMENTS. OUR HONOURABLE INTENTIONS CANNOT 
THEREFORE BE QUESTIONED. WE DISCHARGED OUR INTERNATIONAL 
OBLIGATION TOWARDS UGANDA IN THE SPIRIT OF GOOD 
NEIGHBOURLINESS AND ACCORDED HER FULL AND UNIMPEDED 
ACCESS TO THE SEA. 

THERE WERE A LOT OF THINGS THAT THE REGIME DID 
WHICH KENYA DID NOT APPROVE OR AGREE WITH. FOR EX- 
AMPLE, WE DID NOT AGREE WITH OR CONDONE THE MASS 
KILLINGS OF UGANDANS. THE BRUTAL ACTIVITIES OF THE 
REGIME CAUSED MANY UGANDANS TO FLEE TO NEIGHBOURING 
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COUNTRIES, INCLUDING KENYA. IN SPITE OF ALL THIS 
KENYA CONTINUED TO GIVE FULL CO-OPERATION TO UGANDA IN 
THE SPIRIT OF GOOD NEIGHBOURLINESS. 

THE KILLINGS OF UGANDANS WAS SOON FOLLOWED BY THE 
KILLINGS AND MOLESTATION OF KENYANS. PROMINENT KENYA 
BUSINESSMEN, SMALL DUKAW ALLAS, EVEN CIVIL SERVANTS 
WORKING WITH THE E.A. COMMUNITY STARTED TO DISAPPEAR. 
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KENYA MINDFUL OF HER INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATION, MADE 
INQUIRIES FROM THE UGANDA AUTHORITIES ABOUT THESE DIS 
APPEARANCES AND KILLINGS THROUGH THE NORMAL ACCEPTED 
DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. REGRETTABLY MUCH OF OUR INQUIRIES 
DID NOT PRODUCE ANY SATISFACTORY REPLIES FROM THE UGANDA 
AUTHORITIES. IN FACT, MUCH OF IT DID NOT GET ANY REPLY 
AT ALL. ALTHOUGH FACED WITH THESE OBSTACLES. KENYA DID 
NOT RETALIATE IN ANY MANNER: INDEED IT CONTINUED TO 
DISCHARGE ITS INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATION TO UGANDA BY 
CONTINUING TO GRANT UNIMPEDED ACCESS TO AND FROM THE SEA. 

THE ECCENTRICITIES OF THE UGANDA REGIME REACHED AN 
UNPARALLELED LEVEL IN FEBRUARY 1976. WITHOUT ANY PRO- 
VOCATION FROM US. UGANDA LAID CLAIMS TO A LARGE CHUNK 
OF OUR TERRITORY. NATURALLY, KENYANS REACTED WITH 
INDIGNATION AND IN ONE ACCORD SHOWED NOT ONLY TO THE 
UGANDAN REGIME BUT THE WHOLE WORLD, WHERE THEIR 
ALLEGIANCE IS AND THEIR PREPAREDNESS TO DEFEND THEIR 
LAND FROM ANY FOREIGN INTRUSION. FACED WITH THIS 
SOLID OPPOSITION FROM KENYANS THE UGANDA REGIME SOUGHT 
OTHER WAYS OF DIVERTING THE ATTENTION OF THE UGANDANS 
FROM THEIR PLIGHT BY INVENTING THE NOW WELL KNOWN STORY 
OF THE ALLEGED PALESTINIAN PRISONERS. A MALICIOUS AND 
HATE PROPAGANDA WAS UNLEASHED BY THE OFFICIAL MASS MEDIA 
OF UGANDA AGAINST THE STATE AND THE PERSON OF THE HEAD 
OF STATE OF KENYA. THE AIM OF ALL THIS WAS TO CREATE 
CONFUSION AND DISCONTENT IN KENYA AND TO DIVERT THE 
ATTENTION OF UGANDANS FROM THE INTOLERABLE SITUATION 
IN THE COUNTRY BY CREATING AN IMAGINARY ENEMY IN KENYA. 

IN SPITE OF ALL THIS PROVOCATION FROM UGANDA, THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF KENYA CONTINUED TO BE CALM AND REFUSED TO BE LED 
INTO TAKING RETALIATORY ACTION. 
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THE HIJACK OF THE AIR FRANCE PLANE ON 26TH JUNE, 1976 
AND THE SUBSEQUENT EVENTS OF 3RD JULY, 1976 AT ENTEBBE 
HAVE TENDED TO OBSCURE THE BELLIGERENT AND PROVOCATIVE 
ACTION OF UGANDA AGAINST KENYA EVEN BEFORE THESE TRAGIC 
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EVENTS. KENYA AND THE WORLD ARE ENTITLED TO BE TOLD BY 
UGANDA WHY SO MANY KENYANS WERE KILLED NEAR JINJA IN 
UGANDA. THE WHOLE WORLD WAS WITNESS TO THE MASS EXODUS 
OF KENYANS FLEEING WITHOUT THEIR PROPERTIES FROM THIS 
AREA. THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE TRUCK DRIVERS, TRAIN 
GUARDS AND TICKET EXAMINERS WHO WERE BRUTALLY WHIPPED 
BY UGANDA SOLDIERS APPEARED LONG BEFORE THE HIJACK OF 
THE AIR FRANCE PLANE. 

I HAVE DWELT ON THESE MATTERS AT LENGTH IN ORDER 
TO INFORM YOU AND THE WHOLE WORLD THAT THE SINISTER 
DESIGNS OF UGANDA AGAINST KENYA WERE NOT BORN OUT OF 
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THE EVENTS OF ENTEBBE OR THE HIJACKED PLANE. RATHER 
THE UGANDA AUTHORITIES ARE UTILISING THESE SAD EVENTS 
TO TRY AND JUSTIFY THEIR WELL PREMEDITATED AGGRESSION 
AGAINST KENYA. THEY USED THE COMPLETELY UNSUBSTANTIATED, 
FALLACIOUS AND MISCHIEVOUS ALLEGATION THAT KENYA COLLA- 
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BORATED WITH ISRAELI ON THE ENTEBBE OPERATION TO 
UNLEASH TERROR, MURDER AND PLUNDER OF INNOCENT KENYANS 
GOING ON WITHIN THEIR PERFECTLY LEGAL BUSINESSES IN 
UGANDA. 

THE PIRATICAL AND CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNDIS- 
CIPLINED ARMY OF UGANDA WERE NOT CONFINED TO KENYANS 
ONLY. THE FORCEFUL DIVERSION OF GOODS DESTINED BEYOND 
THE UGANDA BORDERS WAS CONFIRMED LAST WEEK. THE HIGH 
POWERED DELEGATIONS FROM BURUNDI, RWANDA AND ZAIRE THAT 
VISITED US, CONFIRMED THAT GOODS DESTINED TO THESE 
COUNTRIES WERE NOT REACHING THEM. INSTEAD OF UGANDA 
TELLING THESE COUNTRIES THE TRUTH, THEY HAVE RESORTED 
TO TELLING THEM LIES THAT IT WAS KENYA THAT WAS NOT 
DISPATCHING THE GOODS. WE ARE A FREE COUNTRY AND 
ANYONE WHO WISHES TO INVESTIGATE THE TRUTH IS WELCOME. 

WHAT IS CLEAR TO US IS THAT UGANDA IS HOLDING THESE 
COUNTRIES HOSTAGES. SHE HOPES AND BELIEVES THAT BY 
MAKING THEM MISS THEIR GOODS, THEY WILL BLAME KENYA 
WHICH IN RETURN WILL PROVIDE UGANDA WITH WHAT IT NEEDS. 

UGANDA SHOULD HAVE REALISED THE FULL CONSEQUENCES 
OF ITS ACTIONS BEFORE ENGAGING HERSELF IN HER VORACIOUS 
ADVENTURES. BY THEIR OWN VOLITION AND ACTIONS, THE 
REGIME IN UGANDA HAS COMPLETELY RUINED THE ECONOMY OF 
THAT COUNTRY AND THEY ARE LOOKING FOR A SCAPE-GOAT 
FOR THEIR ILLS. SHE IS TRYING TO DIVERT THE ATTENTION 
OF THE UGANDANS, INDEED THE WHOLE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, 
AS TO THE REAL CAUSES OF THEIR SHORTAGES OF FOOD AND OTHER 
ESSENTIALS, INCLUDING PETROLEUM IN THE COUNTRY BY ACCUSING 
KENYA. LET ME EMPHASIZE HERE THAT KENYA HAS NOT CLOSED 
HER BORDER WITH UGANDA. ANYONE WHO WISHES TO VERIFY CAN 
GO THERE AND WILL FIND THAT NO BARRIERS HAVE BEEN PLACED 
ACROSS THE BORDER. TRAINS AND MOTOR VEHICLES ARE FREE 
TO CROSS FROM ONE SIDE TO THE OTHER WITH OR WITHOUT 
GOODS. TWO THINGS ARE HOWEVER IMPORTANT TO NOTE: 
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FIRSTLY, AFTER THE TERROR UNLEASHED ON THE 
DRIVERS IN UGANDA, NO DRIVER IS NOW WILLING TO ENTER 
UGANDA. THE UGANDA REGIME HAS FAILED TO ENSURE THE 
SECURITY AND PROTECTION OF THESE DRIVERS, A DUTY THEY 
ARE CALLED UPON TO RENDER ACCORDING TO INTERNATIONAL 
LAW AND PRACTICE. CAN THESE DRIVERS THEN BE BLAMED IF 
THEY INSIST ON THEIR SAFETY FIRST BEFORE GOING TO 
UGANDA? 

SECONDLY, UGANDA MUST PAY FOR THE GOODS AND 
SERVICES SHE RECEIVES FROM KENYA. WE ARE NOT A RICH 
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COUNTRY AND WE CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE TO SUBSIDISE 
THE ECONOMY OF THAT COUNTRY. AFTER ALL, WE FIRST PAY TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL SUPPLIERS OF GOODS BEFORE THEY CAN BE 
AVAILABLE TO US TO BE SOLD TO UGANDA. THE KENYA GOVERN- 
MENT NOTED THE STATEMENT OF THE REGIME THAT THEY HAVE 
PLENTY OF MONEY. IF SO, THEN SHE SHOULD PAY ALL THE 
OUTSTANDING TRADE DEBTS. BLOCKED OR FROZEN FUNDS, WITH- 
HELD DIVIDENDS AND NATIONALISED ASSETS WHICH NOW STAND 
OVER SHS. 400 MILLION. UGANDA AS A COUNTRY HAS AN 
OBLIGATION TO PAY HER DEBTS. 

KENYA HAS NO HOSTILITY AGAINST UGANDA, OUR NEIGHBOUR, 

OR ANY OTHER COUNTRY. WE HAVE NO MOTIVE FOR TERRITORIAL 
EXPANSION BUT WILL NOT ALLOW ANY INCH OF OUR SOIL TO BE 
TAKEN BY ANY OTHER NATION IN THE WORLD. 

WE WANT TO LIVE IN PEACE NOT ONLY WITH UGANDA BUT 
WITH ALL OUR NEIGHBOURS. OUR RESOLVE TO LIVE IN PEACE 
IS QUITE CLEAR. WE HAVE NOT IN SPITE OF PERSISTENT 
PROVOCATIONS ENGAGED IN ACTS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST 
OUR NEIGHBOURS IN ANY MANNER, ON THE CONTRARY, WE HAVE 
BEEN VICTIMS OF AGGRESSION LEVELLED AGAINST US. UGANDA 
HAS ENGAGED HERSELF IN ACTS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST US 
BY UNLEASHING A HATE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE STATE AND 
THE PERSON OF THE HEAD OF STATE. THEY HAVE, CONTRARY 
TO THE OAU AND UN CHARTERS, THREATENED TO USE FORCE 
AGAINST US. SHE HAS PLACED HER TROOPS ON THE ALERT 
AND ISSUED THEM WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO ATTACK KENYA 
WITHOUT REFERRING TO THE HIGH COMMAND. THEY HAVE CUT 
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THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY, CONTRARY TO AN INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN US. 

KENYANS AND UGANDAS HAVE LIVED IN PEACE AS BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS FOR MANY YEARS. IF UGANDA WISHES TO LIVE IN 
PEACE AND NORMALISE RELATIONS WITH US AS SHE PROFESSES, 

THEN SHE MUST DO THE FOLLOWING: 

1 . SHE MUST STOP ALL ACTS OF BELLIGERENCE AGAINST 
KENYA BY REMOVING ALL HER TROOPS FROM NEAR OUR BORDERS. 

2. SHE MUST STOP LAYING CLAIMS ON ANY PART OF THE 
KENYA TERRITORY. 

3. SHE MUST STOP THE KILLING OF INNOCENT KENYANS 
LEGALLY RESIDING IN UGANDA. SHE MUST IN ACCORDACE 
WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW AND PRACTICE GUARANTEE THEIR 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NAIROB 07844 03 OF 03 271610Z 

44 

ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 IO-13 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 OMB-01 MC-02 ACDA-10 EB-07 

SY-05 SCCT-01 /101 W 

033201 

O 271230Z JUL 76 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1356 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
USIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
US MISSION USUN NY IMMEDIATE 0811 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS SECTION 3 OF 3 NAIROBI 7844 

USCINCEUR POLAD PLEASE PASS AMB. MARSHALL 

SAFETY AND SECURITY AGAINST ILLEGAL ARREST, TORTURE AND 
CONFISCATION OF THEIR PROPERTY. 

4. SHE MUST STOP THE USE OF THREAT OF FORCE AGAINST 
THE SOVEREIGN STATE OF KENYA. 

5. SHE MUST STOP THE HATE AND SMEAR CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST US WHICH IS AIMED AT GIVING US A BAD NAME 
INTERNATIONALLY. WE HAVE STATED BEFORE AND WE REITERATE 
AGAIN THAT WE HAVE NEVER HELD ANY PALESTINIAN PRISONERS 
IN KENYA AND ALL IMPARTIAL OBSERVES ARE FREE TO COME AND 
VERIFY IT FOR THEMSELVES. WE DID NOT, DIRECTLY OR IN- 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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DIRECTLY, TAKE PART IN THE ISRAELI OPERATIONS AT ENTEBBE 
ON 3RD/4TH JULY, 1976. OUR ACTION TO ALLOW THE ISRAELIS 
TO LAND AT NAIROBI AFTER THE OPERATION WAS PURELY ON 
HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. 

6. UGANDA MUST PAY FOR GOODS AND SERVICES SHE HAS 
RECEIVED OR WISHES TO RECEIVE FROM KENYA. 

7. SHE MUST NOT HOLD HOSTAGES THE NEIGHBOURING 
STATES OF BURUNDI, RWANDA, SUDAN AND ZAIRE BY CONFIS- 
CATING GOODS DESTINED TO THESE COUNTRIES. KENYA HAS 
NOT CLOSED ITS BORDERS WITH UGANDA NOR INTERFERED WITH 
HER UNIMPEDED ACCESS TO THE SEA. SHE MUST, IN RETURN, 

AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE, GIVE 
THE SAME SAFE AND UNIMPEDED TRANSIT OF GOODS THROUGH 
UGANDA TO THESE NEIGHBOURS. 

KENYA, AS A FAITHFUL MEMBER OF THE OAU, DESIRES 
NOTHING BUT PEACE AND CO-OPERATION WITH ITS NEIGHBOURS. 
WE ARE FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT, WITHOUT PEACE, DEVELOP- 
MENT IN OUR REGION IS NOT FEASIBLE. WHEN WE TALK OF 
PEACE, WE DO NOT ONLY MEAN PEACE BETWEEN TWO STATES: 

WE MEAN PEACE BETWEEN STATES AND WITHIN EACH STATE. 

WE BELIEVE THAT PEACE AND THE PROSPERITY OF EACH OF ITS 
NEIGHBOURS. WE THEREFORE WISH PEACE AND PROSPERITY IN 
OUR REGION AS APART AND PARCEL OF THE NOBLE GOAL OF A 
PEACEFUL AND UNITED CONTINENT OF AFRICA. 

YOU WHO ARE GATHERED HERE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY OF 
ENHANCING PEACE AND GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN THE VARIOUS 
STATES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. IT IS YOUR DUTY 
TO ACCURATELY AND OBJECTIVELY INFORM YOUR GOVERNMENTS 
ABOUT THE EVENTS IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD. WE WISH YOU 
TO CONVEY TO YOUR GOVERNMENTS, FIRST OUR FRATERNAL 
GREETINGS TO THEM AND SECONDLY TO INFORM THEM THAT 
KENYA, IN THE SPIRIT OF HARAMBEE, DESIRES NOTHING BUT 
PEACE AND CO-OPERATION WITH ITS NEIGHBOURS. WE ARE 
HOWEVER PREPARED TO DEFEND OUR SOVEREIGNTY, TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY AND INDEPENDENCE. 

(SIGNED) MUNYUA WAIYAKI 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

27TH JULY, 1976 UNQUOTE. 
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3. DELIVERY OF PREPARED STATEMENT WAS FOLLOWED BY 
PRIVATE DISCUSSION WITH DIPLOMATS AND LATER BY QUES- 
TION AND ANSWER SESSION WITH PRESS. SUBSTANCE OF THIS 
PORTION OF SESSION BEING REPORTED BY SEPTEL. 

LINDSTROM 
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